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the main road to Johannesburg, he attempted a disastrous
letour and again found the Boers facing him in an impreg-
nable position, with three times his numbers. He surrendered
under a flag of truce. There was no timely assistance forth-
coming from Johannesburg.
The people in the city could hardly believe the news : had
they known of his danger, they would have marched out in
their thousands, in their tens of thousands maybe, to assist
him. But now all was lost, and he was, after most unpleasant
and protracted negotiations, sent back to England with his
principal officers. His attempt to solve the South African
problem by a coup d'etat had failed. Had it succeeded, Dr.
Jameson would have been acclaimed as one of the bravest
hearts in British history and the most astute politician in
South African history. The Boer War, with all its waste of
life and loss of prestige to Great Britain, would never have
been necessary, and many of the difficulties which still per-
plex South African statesmen might never have arisen. As it
was, the raid delayed progress and reform and made con-
flict between Britain and the Boers almost inevitable. For
the time all the advantage seemed to lie with Kruger and
his oligarchy. He arrested, tried, and convicted the leaders
of the Reform Party, first having induced them to disarm
Johannesburg, while the lives of Jameson and his men, whom
Kruger held as hostages, still lay in the balance. Their peril,
disgrace, and imprisonment could hardly have been greater
had they risen in open rebellion. For the moment the cause
of reform was lost, but the hands of the British Government
were weakened immeasurably. There was, however, no en-
lightenment in Kruger's statesmanship capable of taking
advantage of his new situation. For him the tortoise
had put out its head, and had been crushed for ever.
The policy of his party was vindicated. The sentence, trial,
and punishment of the leaders of the Uitlanders is a disgrace-
ful page in South African history, and, indeed, to civilised
jurisprudence.
Meanwhile Dr. Jameson was escorted back to England to
face the justice of his embarrassed country, which had
hitherto lavished honours and admiration upon him. But